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e International Symposium: "New Approaches to Quaternary Sciences in Fuego—
Patagonia”

4-9 April, 2005, Puerto Natales, Chile
http://kataix.umag.cl/~cequa/index_eng.html

0 000 0O Center for Quaternary Studies, Chile; University of Magallanes, Chile;
Queen's University, Northern Ireland
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e PAGES second open science meeting
10-12 August, 2005, Beijing, China
http://www.pages2005.org
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0000000 0Chinese Academy of Sciences; National Natural Science Founda-
tion of China; US National Science Foundation; National Oceanic & Atmospheric
Administration; Swiss National Science Foundation
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ICS-INQUA joint task force

O ICSINQUA joint task force on the Quaternary
Felix Gradstein and John Clague

Rationale

For over a century, the status and stratigraphic position of the Quaternary have been debated. Authori-
tative papers on the history of Quaternary, and its recommended stratigraphic definition and status
include Berggen (1989), Lourens et d. (2004), Ogg (2004), and Pillans (2004). The INQUA Executive,
through consultation with the Quaternary community in 2004, has found widespread support for defin-
ing the Quaternary as a chronostratigraphic unit with a base at 2.6 Ma. As a consequence, ICS and
INQUA consider it timely to decide on the stratigraphic meaning of the Quaternary, so that it can be
unequivocally placed in the standard global time scale. John Clague, President of INQUA, Felix
Gradstein, Chair of I1CS, assisted by outgoing UGS President Ed de Mulder, have agreed that a task
force be struck that will make a recommendation to ICS on the definition of the Quaternary in 2005.

Task force

Thetask force on the Quaternary will comprise members of INQUA and ICS, and will be charged with
the single task of defining the Quaternary in a stratigraphic sense. It will formulate a single proposal
that will be discussed at the Second | CS Workshop on the Future of Stratigraphy in September 2005 in
Leuven, Belgium. Thisworkshop will be attended by the chairs of all Subcommissions of ICS, and the
President of the INQUA Commission on Stratigraphy and Geochronology. If the task force recom-
mends definition in aformal chronostratigraphic sense, its proposal will go through the standard ICS
consultation, voting, and ratification procedures.

Thetask force will consist of 8 members and will receive advice and input from its wider constituency.
The members of the task force are:

Chair: James Gehling, Australia

Vice-Chair: Brad Pillans, Australia

Secretary: James Ogg, USA

Two members of INQUA Commission on Stratigraphy and Geochronology, appointed by the executive
of INQUA

Three members of ICS Subcommission on Quaternary Stratigraphy, appointed by the executive of ICS

References

Berggen, 1989. The Cenozoic Era: Lyellian (chrono) stratigraphy and nomenclatural reform at the
millennium. In: Blundéell, D.J. & Scott, A.C. (eds) Lyell: the past is the key to the Present. Geological
Society, London, Special Publication 143, 11-132.

Lourens, L., F. Hilgen, N.J. Shackleton, J. Laskar and D. Wilson, 2004. The Neogene Period. In:
Gradstein, Ogg and Smith, 2004. Geologic Time Scale 2004. Cambridge University Press.

Ogg, J., 2004. Introduction to concepts and proposed standardization of the term Quaternary. Episodes
27 (2), 125-126.

PFillans, B., 2004. Proposal to redefine the Quaternary. Episodes 27 (2), 127.

John J. Clague

Gordon M. Shrum Professor of Science
CRC Professor of Natural Hazard Research
Department of Earth Sciences

Simon Fraser University
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Canada
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E-mail: jclague@sfu.ca
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